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Parent Guide to Online Learning
1. Why Online Learning

Online learning provides families with flexibility, personalized instruction, and access to diverse
educational resources. It is particularly beneficial for students needing a customized learning
pace, those with unique scheduling needs, or those seeking alternatives to traditional schooling
due to health, travel, or other personal reasons.

Full-time Virtual School vs. Part-time Virtual School

e Full-time Virtual School — A fully online learning experience where students
complete all coursework through a virtual school. These programs follow a
structured curriculum and provide access to certified teachers. They are ideal for
students who require a flexible learning environment or those who thrive in self-
paced settings.

e Part-time Virtual School — A hybrid approach where students take some courses
online while remaining enrolled in a traditional school. This option allows
students to supplement their education with specialized courses, recover credits,
or explore interests beyond what their local school offers.

2. Definitions

¢ Virtual School — A fully online educational institution providing structured courses,
certified teachers, and curriculum aligned with state or national standards.

e Asynchronous Learning — Instruction that does not occur in real time, allowing students
to complete work on their own schedules.

e Synchronous Learning — Live instruction where students interact with teachers and
peers in real time.

¢ Learning Management System (LMS) — The online platform used to deliver coursework,
track progress, and communicate with instructors.

¢ Credit Recovery: Credit recovery is the opportunity for a student to take a class online
that he/she may have failed in a face-to-face setting.

3. First Things First



Before transitioning to online learning, families should evaluate their home environment,
technology needs, and daily schedules. Key considerations include:

A dedicated, quiet learning space free from distractions.
Reliable internet access and required devices (laptop, tablet, etc.).
Parent or guardian availability to support learning at home.

Profile of a Successful Online Student — A successful online student typically possesses the
following traits:

Self-Motivation — The ability to stay on task without constant supervision.

Time Management Skills — Can effectively plan and complete assignments on schedule.
Strong Communication — Willing to ask questions and engage with teachers and peers.
Comfort with Technology — Able to navigate online learning platforms and troubleshoot
minor tech issues.

Perseverance and Adaptability — Can handle challenges and adapt to a digital learning
environment.

Understanding of Learning Style — Knows whether they learn best through reading,
listening, hands-on activities, or visual aids and can adapt accordingly.

Reading and Writing Skills — Can comprehend digital materials, follow written
instructions, and communicate effectively through written assignments and emails.
Self-Advocacy — Comfortable reaching out to teachers for help, expressing concerns,
and seeking resources when needed.

Parents should assess whether their child exhibits these characteristics or identify areas where
additional support may be needed.

4. Making the Decision

Choosing online learning should be based on a student’s learning style, motivation, and ability
to work independently. Parents should:

Assess their child’s academic needs and strengths.

Research different online school options.

Speak with current online students and parents for insight.

Consider technology needs — ensure that the required devices, internet access, and
software are available and compatible with the school’s requirements.

Evaluate the learning environment — identify a quiet and structured space that
promotes focus and engagement.

Review course selection — determine if the school offers the subjects, electives, and
specialized programs that align with the student’s interests, academic goals, and future
aspirations. Other consideration include — course accreditation, NCAA Eligibility
Requirements, ensure all prerequisites have been met



o Determine supports offered — find out if tech support is offered, is there an orientation
available, determine how the student is provided feedback and support from the
instructor.

¢ Understand expectations — find out the time commitment, understand due dates and
pacing of course.

5. Support

Virtual learning requires support from multiple sources, including parents, teachers, and school
resources. Each group plays a vital role in ensuring a student’s success:

e Parents/Guardians — Provide structure, encouragement, and accountability. Monitor
progress, help with time management, and communicate regularly with teachers.

e Teachers — Offer instruction, feedback, and office hours for student support. Encourage
participation and provide personalized guidance as needed.

e School Counselors — Assist with course selections, college and career planning, and
social-emotional support.

e Technology Support Staff — Help troubleshoot technical issues and ensure access to
online learning platforms and digital tools.

6. Other Considerations

o State and Accreditation Requirements — Ensure the online school meets educational
standards.

¢ Credit — make sure successful completion of the course generates course credit.

o Extracurricular Activities — Opportunities for socialization through clubs, sports, or
community programs.

e Special Education and 504 Plans — Availability of accommodations for students with
special needs.

7. Before You Decide
Ask yourself the following questions:

e Can my child stay motivated and on task in an online setting?

¢ Am | able to provide supervision and structure?

e Does the school offer curriculum and support that fits my child’s needs?
8. Before Enrolling

o Verify the school’s accreditation and reputation.

¢ Understand the enrollment process and deadlines.
¢ Ensure compatibility with your state’s education requirements.



Checklist of Parents:

[J The student has access to the technology needed on a regular basis to work on
assignments.

[J The student has a place to complete work.

] The student has the basic computer skills needed to navigate the course and
complete and submit assignments.

[J The student has support for their IEP, if applicable.

] The course fits in the student’s academic plan.

[J The student understands that online courses often take as much or more time
than face-to-face courses.

] The student has sufficient time in their schedule to complete assighments.

[1 The student needs the credit.

[J The student knows the course grade will become part of their academic record.

1 The student knows the start and end dates of the course.

[J The student is willing and able to ask for help from the online instructor via
email, text, phone, or in person and respond to the instructor using the same
methods.

[J The student and parents know how to contact the help desk to resolve technical
issues.

9. Advice for Parents

¢ Set a daily routine and clear expectations.
e Monitor progress and communicate regularly with teachers.
e Encourage breaks and physical activity to balance screen time.

10. Final Suggestions
Success in online learning depends on structure, engagement, and a proactive approach.

Parents should foster a supportive home learning environment and stay involved in their child’s
educational journey.



	1. Why Online Learning
	2. Definitions
	3. First Things First
	4. Making the Decision
	5. Support
	6. Other Considerations
	7. Before You Decide
	8. Before Enrolling
	9. Advice for Parents
	10. Final Suggestions

